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PHILOSOPHY/GOALS

The Computers in Education course increasesthe computer literacyof students while emphasizing
the issues surroundingthe use of computers in education. The course will teach students how to
decide on the effectivenessand appropriateness of computer technology in the classroom, as well
as how to evaluate educational software.

STUDENT PERFORMANCEOBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course, students willbe able to do the following:

1. Describe the basic components and functions of a personal computer.

2. Demonstrate the proper operation of the computer and its peripheral devices.

3. Use, compare, and evaluate educational software which is used for instructionalpurposes.

4. Use the internet as a research tool in the discussionof the use of computing technology in
education.

5. Demonstrate familiaritywith"'avariety of programs which maybe useful in an
educational setting (e.g. e-mail,desktop publishing).

TOPICS

1. Definitionof computer components and their functions

2. Survey and evaluationof educationalsoftware

3. The role of computer technology in education

4. Individuallearningstylesand computer technology

5. Applicationsoftware which supports teacher and student endeavours

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Although there will be some lecturing, this is, as much as possible,a "handson" course. Some
work maybe done in pairs or smallgroups. There will also be research requirementsrelated to
the use of computers in educational settings, such as the college or the student's field placement.
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METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Students willbe assessed on the basis of their performancein the followingareas:

Quizzes:
Newsletter:
Research on the internet:
Research in the field:
Software evaluation:
E-mail assignments:
Discussion paper:

20%
15%
15%
5%
20%
10%
15%

GRADING SCHEME

A+
A
B
C
R

x

Consistentlyoutstanding
Outstanding achievement
Consistentlyabove average achievement
Acceptable achievement
Repeat -The student has not met the
objectivesof the course and the course
must be repeated. "'.
A temporary grade, limitedto situations with
extenuating circumstances,givinga student
additionaltime to complete course
requirements.

(90%-100%)
(80%-90%)
(70%-80%)
(60%-70%)

RESOURCES:

There is no textbook for this course. All the required materialwill be covered in handouts and
lectures. Additionalresources are availablefrom the instructor and in the library. All students are
required to purchase two 3 1/2 inch high density diskettes which are to be labelledwith the
student's name and number.

SPECIAL NOTES

All students should be aware of the SpecialNeeds Office in the college. Students with identified
specialneeds are encouraged to discuss required accommodationsconfidentiallywith the
professor. It is the responsibilityof students who require accommodationsto contact the Special
Needs Office.

The instructor reserves the right to modifYthe course as s/he deems necessary to meet student
needs.
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